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After coming to Japan for one year in 1999 RER BE wva B M A

| never imagined I'd still be here now and be
ordained a deacon in a Japanese cathedral!
But God does work in unexpected ways and
that is something | do find challenging and
rewarding in my Christian faith!

| have worked with the Mission to Seafarers
in Yokohama and Kobe since my arrival in
Japan and | am still learning more and more
about the international world we live in as well
as more and more about myself.

This learning was added to at my ordination
last month. | felt so grateful and encouraged
to have the support and presence of many

varied groups at the service; family and friends,

colleagues and mission workers from other
Asian ports as well as London Central Office;
clergy and laiety from throughout the diocese
and staff and children from St. Michael's
International School. This all perfectly illust-
rated how diverse the Anglican world can be;
yet remain as one family in Christ.

| pray that through my on-going part-time
study in Nottingham. | will have the oppor-
tunity to learn more new ideas and current
worship practices within the Church of England
and | hope to be able to share these with the
diocese here, my Christian family in Japan.

Thank you for all your support and prayers
and | hope that | can continue to serve God's
people through my words and actions wherever
| may be. See you soon!

Paul
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